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The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

September 19 & 20, 2020  
 

Children of God Are: Watchmen. 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 230 

 

 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen.  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

 

M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen.   
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot 

continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated  
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Ezekiel 33:7-11 

God has made us watchmen that we might call others to repentance. 

 

 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the word I speak and 

give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, ‘O wicked man, you will surely die,’ and you 

do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold 

you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man to turn from his ways and he does 

not do so, he will die for his sin, but you will have saved yourself. 

 “Son of man, say to the house of Israel, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and sins weigh 

us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we live?” ’ Say to them, ‘As surely 

as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they 

turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?’  ” 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 51 

Grade 3  by Mark Patterson 

 

Refrain: Have mercy on me, O God; have mercy on me, O God. 

  Have mercy on me, O God; have mercy on me, O God. 

 

 According to your unfailing love,  

 According to your great compassion, 

 Blot out my transgressions. Refrain 

 

 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from all my sin. 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

 And renew a steadfast spirit within me. Refrain  

 
 
 Ezekiel: Ezekiel was one of the Jews exiled to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar in 597 B.C. While in 

Babylon, Ezekiel was called to be a prophet of God. His writings span approximately 20 years and 

encompass some of the darkest days in Israel’s history: the exile to Babylon, the fall of Jerusalem, and 

the destruction of the temple. 

 

In some ways, Ezekiel’s message is similar to that of other Old Testament prophets with its focus on 

Israel’s idolatry and rebellion against the Lord. Unique to Ezekiel, however, is his focus on Israel as a 

holy nation – one which would be restored to Jerusalem, the holy city with God’s holy temple. In the 

second half of the book, Ezekiel proclaims a message of consolation and hope to a people in exile.  
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Second Lesson Galatians 2:11-21 

Paul rebuked Peter and called him to repentance. 

 

 When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 

Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began 

to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the 

circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even 

Barnabas was led astray. 

 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of 

them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force 

Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

 “We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ know that a man is not justified by observing 

the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be 

justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be 

justified. 

 “If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners, does 

that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If I rebuild what I destroyed, I prove that I am a 

lawbreaker. For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with 

Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness 

could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Alleluia.  

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus gives his Church the means and the motive to call fellow Christians to repentance. 

 

 “If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he 

listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so 

that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen 

to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a 

pagan or a tax collector. 

 “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for 

you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”  



pg. 7 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem  A Broken Heart 

Grades 1 & 2 by Mary Dorn Lippert 

 

 A broken heart God won’t refuse, for only he can mend it, with his unfailing grace. 

 Within his arms he’ll hold it close, and gently he will tend it. In his Kingdom it has a place! 

 

 He who pleads for pardon must knock on Jesus’ door. 

 And there awaits forgiveness, for ev’ry heart repentant! There is a place evermore.  

 There is a place, in the Savior’s grace, where the heart has peace evermore! 

 

Hymn of the Day Jesus Sinners Does Receive (stanzas 1, 2, 5, 6, 7) 

 Christian Worship 304 
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Sermon Ezekiel 33:7-11 

 

Our Role as Watchmen 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is,  

   seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation,  

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven  

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end.  
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering     

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come,  

  your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, 

  as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours  

 now and forever. Amen.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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Be seated 

 

Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness 

Christian Worship Supplement 769 

 

Please stand  
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M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn This Is My Will (stanzas 1 & 4) 

Christian Worship 497 

 

 

Announcements  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Mandy Treder, organ (Saturday) 

 Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday)  

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Mary and Dominic Boettcher in celebration of Jameson Zylka’s 6th 

birthday and by Bob and Jenny Lindert in celebration of their 21st wedding anniversary. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Dorothy Felsing, now under hospice care. 

 

• Tom and Loris Gabel, celebrating 60 years of marriage. 

 

• Christopher Sturdevant and Jennifer Grassel, who were united in marriage here at St. John’s on 

Saturday, September 19. 
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“Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” Text and tune public domain. 

“Glory to God” Text Stephen P. Starke © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune public  

“Psalm 51a” Text taken from Psalm 51. 

“A Broken Heart” Text public domain. 

 “Jesus Sinners Does Receive” Text and tune public domain. 

“Lord of All Hopefulness” Text © 1931 Oxford University Press. Tune public domain. 
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Readings for the Week of Pentecost 16 

  
M Proverbs 30:4-9 1 Timothy 4:4-8 

T 1 Timothy 6:6-12a Luke 16:9-13 

W 1 Corinthians 7:20-24 Acts 17:20-37 

R 1 Kings 17:1-6 1 Thessalonians 2:5-12 

F John 4:31-38 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12 

S Luke 6:20-26 Revelation 22:1-5 
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Parents’ Preview for September 27 
 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

“When Peace Like a River” Refrain 

(Christian Worship Supplement 760) 
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Bible Study Opportunities 

 

Apocalypse Now—And Then 

Taught by Rev. Dr. Paul Lehninger (Wisconsin Lutheran College) 

Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall beginning today 

 

Plagues, civil unrest, false prophets, natural catastrophes, tension between church and state; these are all 

contemporary issues that trouble many Christians. They’re also nothing new. But are they signs of the 

end? Jesus’ prophecies of the end times and the book of Revelation provide reliable insight as to the 

best of times, the worst of times, and whether the end is near. Please note that advance registration 

for in-person attendance is required; visit reopen.church/r/foRFlH12 to register. 

  

Bible Information Class 

Taught by the Pastoral Staff 

Sundays at 9:15 a.m. in the St. Matthew’s Room beginning September 27 

 

This course provides a general overview of the Bible, touches upon every major Christian doctrine, and 

supplies a solid understanding of what we confess and believe as a confessional Lutheran Church. Since 

it provides the foundation for a deeper relationship with God, we encourage both members and non-

members to attend. To register, visit www.sjtosa.org/BICregistration. 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 

Taught by Pastor Eric Schroeder 

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 

We will be continuing our in-depth look at Zechariah, the book that might be called “The Revelation of 

the Old Testament.” Symbolic language, prophetic visions, and Messianic clues abound in a book of the 

Bible that might well confuse the novice reader. Our study will allow us to slow down, let Scripture 

interpret Scripture, and see where Zechariah fits in preparing the way of the Lord.  

 
 

https://reopen.church/r/foRFlH12
http://www.sjtosa.org/BICregistration


 

The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


